The story of Abraham and Olga Kahn, as told to their great-niece Jo Ann Goldwater by
their son, Eugene Kahn.

Abraham Behr (Boris) Leibovitch Kagan (Kahn) was born to Leib (Louis) Smoolovitch
Kahn (Kagan) and Raisa (Rosa) Abrahams on June 14, 1870 in Shavli Lithuania. The
family went to live in Riga when Abraham was very young and some of his siblings were
born there. One brother, Dr. Joseph Kahn, was born in Riga, and became a prominent
lawyer in New York City where the family settled in 1891. Dr. Abraham Kahn studied
medicine at St. Petersburg and became a well known eye specialist. At university he met
Olga Shpakovskaia, the daughter of General Shpakovsy who also was a medical student.

Olga was sentenced to three years in Siberia for teaching the peasants on her father’s
estate how to read and write. She served about a year and a half, and was released on the
condition that she go to the VVolga area to treat patients with cholera.

Abraham followed her there and they were married. Olga's father was quite influential,
and money poured in when he offered to help the couple open a hospital in Kolomna,
near Moscow. Abraham was greatly respected by his patients and when he expressed a
wish to visit his parents in New York, a ticket appeared. When his horse and buggy was
stolen, one was delivered to his doorstep and a man was seen running away.

At some point Abraham also worked at Kreviakina Hospital. When there was a pogrom
and the Tsar’s soldiers were looking for a Jew in the town, he was saved by the peasants,
and the chief of police advised him to go abroad for six months. Abraham first went to
NY in 1901 for a visit. Then he went again in 1908 and stayed for two years. While in
NY, he practiced at the Sydenham Hospital.

He returned to Russia in 1910 where he died of typhus in 1912 or 1913. His obituary was
written in the Moscow Chronicle on Feb. 7th (I think) and it says that the funeral
procession stretched for 40 miles, from Moscow to Kolomna. "The deceased was one of
the most distinguished physicians in the province of Moscow. He was considered

a great authority among his colleagues as a specialist in diseases of the eye, and was held
in great affection by the local population. His fame as an expert eye surgeon spread
beyond the province of Moscow and there came to him to be treated patients from the
province of Kiazan Tambov and Vladimir. He was an unselfish physician warmly
devoted to his duty and deeply loved by his country people.”

Olga, who had her own practice for two or three years, 1905-7 died of pneumonia in 1919
or 1920.

Olga and Abraham had three children — twins born in 1901 Nicholas (died 1903) and
Valia and Eugene born in 1904. A few years after Olga died, Valia and Eugene left
Russia to join their relatives in New York City. While they were in Hamburg, entry to the
US was closed, so they decided to go to Montreal, where their aunt, Bertha Kahn
Goldwater was living. Unfortunately their luggage was lost, so there are no known photos
of Olga.



Eugene stayed in Montreal, but Valia wanted to go to New York, where most of her
family was. She was smuggled into the country by a US marshall who was sent by their
uncle Joseph Kahn who was a well known lawyer in NY. She went there to live with her
aunt, Jennie Kahn Hyman, and to look after her niece and nephew, Rosalie and Jimmy
Hyman. She became a US citizen in 1947, following an amnesty by President Roosevelt.

This story was told to me by his son, Eugene, who came to Montreal in the early 1920’s.

April 28, 2009
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